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CHAPTEE XXXHL
AFTEE THE BATTLE.
THE column remained some days at Agra, then it recrossed
the bridge and marched away to the relief of Lucknow.
It left behind the sick and wounded, and also a detach-
ment of soldiers and artillery for the protection of Agra.
We witnessed the departure of the column with much
regret; the inhabitants of the city saw it leave with
equal satisfaction. A report had been spread that the
Sikhs, as a reward for the victory, were to be allowed
one day's plunder, and the report was believed in. The
terror inspired by the Sikhs was something extreme. It
was not altogether ill-founded, for they were ferocious to
a degree, and their habits of plundering inveterate.
Of their ferocity, just after the battle, we had an
example. I was returning one afternoon from a ride
when I found a pool of blood on the top of the incline.
Two Sikhs had been escorting in two prisoners. Having
ascended the incline the prisoners refused to proceed
further. The Sikhs wasted no time in argument; they
drew their swords, and then and there cut the men down.
The march of the column had cleared the Doab of
rebel bands, and reopened the communications between
Agra and Delhi and Meerut. As the column passed the
districts had been reoccupied, and the English authority
restored. The result was that Agra became again, in